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Like to the senators of th'antique Rome,
With the plehians swarming at their heels,
Go forth and fetch their conquering Caesar in:
As by a lower, but by loving likelihood,
Were now the General of our gracious Empress,
As in good time he may, from Ireland coming,
Bringing rebellion broached on his sword;
How many would the peaceful City quit,
To welcome him?

As Essex failed utterly and returned secretly to London

on 28th September, it follows that the Chorus was written
soon after March i ^99.

In Hamlet there is a clear reference to the wars of the
theatres in 1600-1 in Hamlet's remarks:

HAMLET: What players are they?

ROSENCRANTZ: Even those you were wont to take delight in,
the tragedians of the City.

HAMLET: How chances it they travel? their residence both
in reputation and profit was better both ways.

ROSENCRANTZ: I think their inhibition comes by the means
of the late innovation.

HAMLET: Do they hold the same estimation they did when
I was'in the City? are they so follow'd?

ROSENCRANTZ: No indeed, they are not.

HAMLET: How comes it? do they grow rusty?

ROSENCRANTZ: Nay, their endeavour keeps in the wonted
pace; but there is sir an aery of children, little eyases,
that cry out on the top of question; and are most
tyrannically clapp'd for't: these are now the fashion,
and so berattle the common Stages (so they call them)
that many wearing rapiers, are afraid of goose-quills,
and dare scarce come thither.

HAMLET: What, are they children ? who maintains 'em ? how
are they escorted? Will they pursue the quality no